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In the Claims: 


Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .121(c) and the revised amendment practice i 
please add new claims 35-39 as follows. A complete listing of all the < 
provided immediately below. 


effective July 30, 2003, 
cjaims in the application is 


COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION 

1. (previously presented) A ferrule comprising: 

at least one optical fiber bore associated with a front surface and a rear surface of said 
ferrule; and 

first and second body portions extending at least partially between said surfaces and 
having respective widths, a juncture of said body portions comprising a n interface in the form of 
aparting line on an exterior surface of the ferrule, said parting line extending longitudinally over 
a majority of the ferrule between said front surface and said rear surfacfe, and said parting line 
defining an offset of at least about 50 microns between said first and second body portions* 


2. (original) A ferrule according to Claim 1 wherein the 
body portion is defined to within a first tolerance, and wherein the 
body portion is defined to within a second tolerance that is larger than 


^idth of said first ferrule 
width of said second ferrule 
i he first tolerance. 


3. (original) A ferrule according to Claim 2 wherein the second tolerance of said 

second ferrule body portion is at least two limes larger than the first tolerance of said first ferrule 

■ ! 

body portion. 

4. (original) A ferrule according to Claim 2 wherein said jsrst and second ferrule 
body portions are capable of being offset in a widthwise direction by up to a maximum offset, 
and wherein the first width of said first ferrule'body portion is larger ttjtan the second width of 
said second ferrule body portion by at least the sum of the firet tolerance, the second tolerance, 
and two times the maximum offset between said first and second ferrule body portions. 
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5, (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 1, 
comprising a ledge. 


said parting line 


6. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 1, skid ferrule comprising 
multiple bores and defining a multifiber ferrule. 

7. -16. (canceled) 

17. (previously presented) A ferrule comprising: 
at least one optical fiber bore; and 
first and second ferrule body portions joined along a parting link, said first ferrule body 

portion having a first width and said second ferrule body portion having a second width that is 
smaller than the first width by at least about 50 microns, the width of slid first ferrule body 
portion is defined to within a first tolerance, and the width of said seco; id ferrule body portion is 
defined to within a second tolerance that is larger than the first toleranc e> 

18. (previously presented) A ferrule comprising: 

at least one optical fiber bore extending from a front surface to i rear surface of said 

ferrule; 

a shaft portion defining exterior surfaces of said ferrule, said exterior surfaces at least 
partially extending longitudinally between said front and rear surfaces; and 

a width transition, said width transition extending longitudinally along a majority of said 
exterior surfaces of said ferrule shaft portion, said width transition comprising a width offset. 

19. (previously presented) A ferrule comprising: 

at least one optical fiber bore extending from a front surface to ja rear surface of said 

ferrule; 

a shaft portion, said shaft portion comprising at least two exterior surfaces extending at 


least partially between said front surface and said rear surface^ said at 


east two exterior surfaces 
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comprising respective widths, the width of one of said surfaces being defined to within a first 
tolerance, and the width of the other of said at least two surfaces being jiefined to within a second 
tolerance that is larger than the first tolerance. 

20. (previously presented) A ferrule comprising: 

at least one optical fiber bore extending from a front surface to a rear surface of said 
ferrule; and 

monolitbicaJly formed first and second body portions, an exterior surface of the first body 
portion defined to within a first tolerance, and an exterior surface of th< : second body portion 
defined to within a second tolerance that is larger than the first tolerance. 


21. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 
transition is formed by a first ferrule body portion and a second ferrule 
body portion being defined to within a first tolerance, and the second 
to within a second tolerance that is larger than the first tolerance. 


1 8 [wherein the width 
body portion, the first 
b sdy portion being defined 


22. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 21 
tolerance of said second ferrule body portion is at least two times largep 
said first ferrule body portion. 


23. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 1 S wherein the width 


wherein the second 
than the first tolerance of 


transition is formed by a first fearule body portion and a second ferrule 
second body portions cooperate to define a ledge. 


body portion, the first and 


24. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim jl8 wherein the ferrule is a 
multifiber ferrule. 


25. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 1 i\ wherein the second 
tolerance of said second ferrule body portion is at least two times larger than the first tolerance of 
said first ferrule body portion. 


PAGE 5/17 * RCVD AT 11/12/2003 1:23:42 PM [Eastern Standard Timer SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/3 * DN1S:8729318 4 CSiD:8289015206 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-10 


NOV. 1 2. 2003 2:20PM 


CCS L EG AL 


NO. 476 P. 6 

DEAN et al. 
Serial No. 09/460,552 
PageJ 


26. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 25 
second ferrule body portions are capable of being offset in a widthwise 
maximum offset, and wherein the first width of said first ferrule 
second width of said second ferrule body portion by at least the sum 
second tolerance, and two times the maximum offset between said first 
portions. 


17 wherein the first and 


27. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 
second ferrule body portions cooperate to define a ledge. 


28. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 1 7 -wherein the ferrule is a 
multifiber ferrule. 


wherein said first and 
direction by up to a 
body portion is larger than the 
of (the first tolerance, the 
and second ferrule body 


29. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 19 
tolerance is at least two times larger than the first tolerance. 

30, (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 19 
surfaces cooperate to define a ledge. 


wherein the second 


wherein the two exterior 


3 1 . (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 1 9 wherein the ferrule is a 
multifiber ferrule. ! 


J. 


32. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 2q wherein the second 
tolerance is at least two times larger than the first tolerance. 

33. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 2C wherein the first and 

second body portions cooperate to define a ledge. j 

t 
i 

34. (previously presented) A ferrule according to Claim 20 wherein the ferrule is a 
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multifiber ferrule. 

35. (new) A ferrule comprising: 

a first body portion and a second body portion joined along a parting line that extends 
lengthwise between a front surface and an opposed rear surface; and 

at least one optical fiber bore extending lengthwise between the [front surface and the rear 
surface; 

wherein the first body portion has a first width and the second bi>dy portion has a second 
width different than the first width such that the parting line comprises k ledge that extends in the 
lengthwise direction over axnajority of the length of the ferrule betweeti the front surface and the 
rear surface. 

36, (new) A ferrule according to Claim 3 5 wherein the first body portion and the 
second body portion cooperate to form a lengthwise extending shaft pojtion and a lengthwise 
extendingrear portion that is enlarged relative to the shaft portion suchrthat a shoulder is defined 
between the rear portion and the shaft portion. 


37. (new) A ferrule according to Claim 35 wherein the first 
portion is defined to within a first tolerance and the second width of tht 
defined to within a second tolerance that is larger than the first tolerance, 


width of the first body 
second body portion is 


38. (new) A ferrule according to Claim 37 

wherein the first body portion and the second body portion are capable of being offset in a 

I 

widthwise direction by up to a maximum offset; and j 

wherein the first width of the first body portion is larger than thje second width of the 
second body portion by at least the sum of the first tolerance, the seconjd tolerance, and two times 
the maximum offset between the first body portion and the second body portion. 


39. (new) A ferrule according to Claim 35 wherein the ferr lie is a multifiber ferrule. 
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